
Student Work Copyright Statement:

Fair use allows limited use of copyrighted material without permission from the copyright holder for purposes 
such as criticism, parody, news reporting, research and scholarship, and teaching. There are four factors to 
consider when determining whether use is a fair one. The following factors must be considered, even though 
all the factors do not have to be in favor of a use to make it a fair one.

The four fair use factors are as follows:
1. The purpose and character of the use, including whether the use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit 
educational purposes;
2. The nature of the copyrighted work, such as whether the work is fiction or non-fiction, published or unpub-
lished;
3. The amount of the work used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole, such as using a poem in its 
entirety, or using one chapter from a long book;
4. The effect of the use upon the potential market for the copyrighted work.

The rules governing use of materials by students and/or faculty in a classroom are broader than fair use, and 
those rules give student and faculty more leeway as far as what can be copied, displayed, and distributed. One 
may display or perform a work in your class without obtaining permission or doing a fair use evaluation when 
that use meets all three of these criteria:

The use is
   * for instructional purposes
   * in face-to-face teaching
   * at a nonprofit educational institution.

Uses you are allowed to make include
   * showing all or part of a movie or television show
   * including pictures, images, graphs, and charts
   * playing music


